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adapted to their consumption, it will be in order to
imitate them at first, and at the end of a short time
to surpass them in quality and cheapness.

Ancient sumptuary laws haye early rendered the
inhabitants of those islands of a remarkable sim-
plicity in their manners, which makes them reject
as useless those gold and silver trinkets to which
Christians attach so much value. Moreover, spiri-
tuous liquors in Japan are met by a prohibitive duty
(35 per cent ad valorem), as being the source of
corruption of the people, and of evils of which
this nation is still ignorant. In short, they con-
sider themselves happy as they are, governed by
their own laws, whether good or bad; they can live,
and do live without us, and beseech us earnestly to
leave them alone-
It is not that they disdain all the advances of the
Christians indiscriminately. In times long gone
by, missionaries from old Europe penetrated into
the country, where, thanks to a protecting tolerance,
they made numerous proselytes. The Dutch, those
cold calculators, merchants in their very souls,
whose admirals, ministers, and residents, forestalled
the reign of the dollar, whilst acting as buffoons at
the court of the Tycoons, had the exclusive monopoly
of Japanese commerce for a long time within their
hands. But instead of upholding the standard of